A GLASGOW SPEECH
and sings your praises for having consulted him, and taken
him into your confidence.9
MacDonald, when delivering an important speech such
as this one was, always saw himself as one of the great orators
of history. In his speech, he patterned himself on Mark
Antony, and, just as the Roman orator delivered his memor-
able oration on the death of Caesar, so MacDonald would
deliver a notable speech on the death of Hardie. The great
scene in the Forum as described by Shakespeare is present in
MacDonald's mind, and now and again the phrases them-
selves are on his tongue. * It is not meet/ says Antony,
* that you know how Caesar loved you/
6 Hardie believed in the people. He stretched wings over
them and shielded them. It was always a sore point with
him when anybody criticized you. He never failed to
criticize you himself, but it was always the criticism by a
mother of her children by her own fireside when the neigh-
bours are not listening. He had such an affection for you :
he never could sec you or think of you doing wrong without
trying to set you right. But when anybody, not entitled
either by their own lives or conduct, did criticize you, then
all the leonine fury of the man got up, and you never in all
your history had a more undaunted and unbendable cham-
pion than that man.*
Some time before this speech was delivered, there had
been sensational scenes in Glasgow during a visit from Mr.
Lloyd George. The daily Press were closely censored in their
news of the meeting of the munition workers which was held
in the City Hall, Glasgow, at which Mr. Lloyd George had
received a very hostile reception. The Scottish Socialist
weekly Forward published a verbatim report of the meeting,
and Lloyd George in swift retaliation suppressed the paper.
As Forward is a very popular paper in Scotland, MacDonald
knew he had the whole meeting with him in his denunciation
of the action of Mr. Lloyd George. This line was greeted with
enthusiasm, and so MacDonald pursued it further.
c It is about time that we had a new set of people taking
an interest in the settlement of wars. I want this to be the
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